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Madam Chair,

Distinguished parliamentarians, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am very pleased to be with you today in beautiful Vienna, in this very impressive House of Parliaments, to discuss the critical issue of inter-parliamentary cooperation for a nuclear weapons-free world.

I would like to commend the Austrian Parliament for hosting this meeting, and the Austrian authorities in general, for encouraging the participation of elected representatives in national delegations to the International Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons. I would also like to extend a word of appreciation to our other partners in the organization of this roundtable, PNND (Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament), for their tireless efforts. 

For many years, the IPU, as the world organization of national parliaments, has been attaching particular importance to the role of parliaments and parliamentarians in advancing nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament and achieving a nuclear weapons free world. In more recent years, with support from PNND, we have been able to keep this issue high on the IPU agenda, to adopt strong political statements, and to take this message directly to national parliaments and their select committees.
This year the IPU has celebrated its 125th anniversary. As we reflected upon achievements and challenges throughout our rich history, we were reminded of the power of international parliamentary cooperation. Over the years, we have seen how it fosters confidence and cooperation, ensures greater coherence in legislation and national practices, and helps to translate international commitments into national realities. We have also witnessed how parliamentarians from the East and the West, meeting at the IPU in the 1960s at the height of the Cold War, initiated the Helsinki process on security and cooperation in Europe. It was MPs and political representatives from both the Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus that helped open a political dialogue on the island. And it was parliamentarians who first drew international attention to the widespread and devastating harm caused by anti-personnel mines and clus​ter munitions, passing national legislation categorically prohibiting these weapons of terror, and ultimately paving the way for the 1997 global Mine Ban Treaty and the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions.
Basically all the other weapons of mass destruction have been prohibited, and now we must all work together to abolish nuclear weapons once and for all. As parliamentarians, you can make a huge difference – engaging with your other colleagues in parliament, convening your government officials for hearings in parliament, examining good practices and initiating new legislation and policies.
At the IPU, we have endeavoured to provide you with useful tools to assist you in your important work. In 2009, the IPU adopted a consensus resolution on ending nuclear testing, preventing nuclear proliferation and supporting a number of nuclear disarmament steps. To assist parliaments in implementing this resolution, IPU and Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (PNND) produced a Handbook for Parliamentarians which has been translated into a number of languages and circulated widely to all parliaments. 

We have also held a number of workshops and sessions at our Assemblies to inform and engage parliamentarians in the issue. We focused on good parliamentary practice that could be emulated by other parliaments, and on multilateral processes that could facilitate nuclear disarmament including through the United Nations. 

Earlier this year, the IPU adopted a follow-up resolution focusing on the contribution of parliaments to the achievement of a nuclear-weapon-free world. The resolution welcomes the series of conferences on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons, and calls on parliaments to support multilateral negotiations on a nuclear weapons convention or package of agreements, work with their governments to eliminate the role of nuclear weapons in security policies, and commemorate September 26 as the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons in order to enhance public action and political traction for nuclear abolition. We have been heartened to see the global actions by parliaments, governments, international organisations and civil society to commemorate the day. 

As is our practice, the resolution is circulated within the national parliaments and submitted to the attention of Governments. Several parliaments bring the resolutions for debate within the select parliamentary committees and examine modalities for implementation. There is a statutory obligation of annual reporting by Members, and we also count on engagement with various partners for follow up at the national and regional levels. Needless to say, throughout this process, cooperation between legislators, local officials, governments and civil society is critical to ensure success.
Later this morning, I will have the distinct honour of delivering a message on behalf of IPU and our member Parliament to the Vienna Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons. We hope that this message, reflecting the aspirations and expectations of citizens around the world for a life free from fear, and free from the imminent threat of massive and indiscriminate destruction, will be heard loud and clear.

We are counting on you to also play your role, and to take this message back to your countries and your Parliaments.

Thank you.    

